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Forest Health Highlights
Jim Moeller RF

Forest Health Specialist - East
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Emerald Ash Borer

• Wood-boring insect  
• Native to Asia
• Attacks all ash species including white fringetree
• 2002 Fist found in US in SE Michigan. 
• Most likely arrived in early 90’s in wood crating or pallets.

• 2013 First found in NC, Granville County.
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EAB Trapping 

• Purple Prism Traps 
• “Suspect” trees or areas
• Deploy to coincide with adult emergence

•  14 traps in 7 counties (2023)
• New Positives are Lee, Craven & Cumberland (2023)
• 70 Positive counties
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Laurel Wilt

• Disease vectored by redbay ambrosia beetle
• Native to Asia
• First found in Savannah in 2002
• Most likely arrived in wood crating or pallets.

• First found in NC in 2011
• Attacks and kills healthy trees
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Laurel Wilt

• NC Susceptible Trees
• Redbay
• Sassafrass
• Spicebush 
• Pondberry (federally endangered species)
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Southern Pine Beetle

• Considered the most destructive forest insect in the South
• Cyclical populations
• All pine species are susceptible
    
    S- shaped galleries 
   
      Pitch Tubes
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SPB Monitoring
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Forest Tent Caterpillar 

• NATIVE
• Bottomland hardwood defoliator
• Water Tupelo
• Sweetgum
• Birch
• Ash
• Oak
• Elm
• Cherry
• Basswood
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Spotted Lanternfly 

• Non-native invasive 

• First detected in PA 2014
• First detected in NC 2022

• Primarily an agriculture, ornamental and nuisance pest
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