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ORGANIC CERTIFICATION
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GOOD FOR THE 
PLANET,

GOOD FOR 
PEOPLE,

GOOD FOR 
BUSINESS.



GOOD FOR THE PLANET
By relying on ecosystem services to produce food 
and fiber, organic farms have a regenerative—rather 
than extractive—effect on the environment. Organic 
standards require that farmers protect the natural 
resources on their lands, which makes organic farms 
key players in the fight against the climate crisis.
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ORGANIC WHEEL 
OF SUSTAINABILITY



Emit 18% less global warming-causing gases 
and use ~50% less new reactive nitrogen 
(an extremely potent greenhouse gas).*

Produce healthier soils that contain 
13% higher total organic matter and capture 
44% more stable sequestered carbon.*

Releases 40% fewer carbon emissions.*

*As compared to conventional

ORGANIC FARMS . . . 
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Sequesters Carbon and Reduces GHG Emissions



GOOD FOR PEOPLE AND ANIMALS
Organic is the only label claim federally certified 
to always be non-GMO and produced without 
the toxic pesticides, chemical preservatives, 
or antibiotics that can be harmful to consumers, 
farmworkers, and animals. 
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ORGANIC WHEEL 
OF SUSTAINABILITY



Protecting Families, 

Protecting Farmworkers

Pesticide residues in organic produce 
are 55x lower in vegetables and 115x lower 

in fruits versus conventional produce.

Organic protects frontline farmworkers, 

who experience the most danger of acute 

exposure and health consequences.

ota.com    8

Organic agriculture drastically reduces environmental 
and dietary exposure to toxic pesticides, protecting 
families and farmworkers alike





GOOD FOR BUSINESS
Customers want to know that brands and retailers 
have carefully considered their values and 
integrated purpose and societal impact into 
the products they sell. Most surveyed consumers 
reported that organic was the label that best 
embodies their values.
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ORGANIC WHEEL 
OF SUSTAINABILITY





Profitable for Farms and Businesses
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Federally Guaranteed and Traceable

FEDERALLY 
GUARANTEED 

Unlike other eco-labels like “natural” or 
“regenerative”, the USDA Organic label is 
backed by third party inspection, federally 
enforced, and provides traceability from the 
farm to the consumer.

Certified organic operations are inspected 
at least once a year and must submit organic 
system plans annually to their certifier for 
review and approval.

Organic fraud is a crime. Cheating in organic 
can mean losing certification and facing 
significant potential financial penalties.

All field operations are inspected at least 
once every year.
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tilth.org

CERTIFICATION 
PROCESS 
OVERVIEW.



OREGON 
TILTH 
TRENDS.



More Info
• www.tilth.org
• www.ota.com
• https://www.ams.usda.gov/about-

ams/programs-offices/national-org
anic-program

http://www.tilth.org/
http://www.ota.com/
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WHY 
WE

EXIST

OBJECTIVES.

Protect pollinators by 
providing abundant 
sources of native 
plants, pollen, and 
nectar throughout the 
growing season.

Protect pollinators from 
pesticides

Ensure plant diversity, 
functional ecosystems, 
and agricultural 
productivity

https://ipm.ucanr.edu/bee-precaution-pesticide-ratings/
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General Farm 
Requirements. 
(non-exhaustive)

At least 5% of the total 
crop production 
acreage that is 

requested for Bee 
Better certification 

must be in pollinator 
habitat

At least 4% must be in 
permanent pollinator 
habitat; remaining 1% 

can be temporary 
habitat

Credit: Xerces Society
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General Farm 
Requirements. 
(non-exhaustive)

Permanent pollinator 
habitat must contain 

a significant 
proportion of native 

plants

New permanent 
pollinator habitat 

plantings have 
requirements around 
plant characteristics: 
pithy stems, nesting 

materials

Must have at least 3 
flowering plant 
species within 

permanent habitat 
areas across all 

growing seasons

Must establish a 
pesticide-free buffer 

around all permanent 
habitat areas

Credit: Xerces Society
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Must not use 
nitroguanidine 

neonicotinoids within 
permanent habitat 

areas

At least 1/3 of acreage 
subject to tillage needs 

to be tilled in a way 
that reduces the 

impact on ground 
nesting bees

General Farm 
Requirements. 
(non-exhaustive)

Credit: Xerces Society
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General Farm 
Requirements. 
(non-exhaustive)

Conventional soil 
fumigants, avicides, 
or GMO crops that 

express pesticides or 
are resistant to 

herbicides must not 
be used

Practices must be in 
place to minimize 

off-site movement of 
pesticides

Pest/disease 
scouting and 

monitoring protocols 
must be developed, 
implemented, and 

recorded

Records must be 
maintained that verify 

all instances of 
pesticide use are 

justified

If any pesticides are used:



Oregon 
Tilth’s Role

Oregon Tilth offers Bee Better 
certification to farmers and processors. 

Tilth reviews applications for Bee Better 
certification, conducts the inspection, 
reviews the inspection report, and 
issues a certification decision. 
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Steps to 
Certification.

Review the Bee Better website and 
all requirements

Submit application, including plant list, maps, 
and pesticide use records

Submit payment

Undergo initial review and respond to any 
requests for additional information

Inspection

Annual certification renewal, inspection every 
3 years



More info at 
beebettercertified.org
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WATER QUALITY AND 
WATERSHED IMPACT

▪ Instream habitat

▪ Riparian & wetland areas

▪ Erosion management

▪ Water use & irrigation

▪ Integrated pest management

▪ Biodiversity conservation

▪ Climate resiliency











▪ Market access, 
share, certainty

▪ Operational 
efficiencies

▪ Risk mitigation
▪ Regulatory 

acknowledgement

BENEFITS OF
CERTIFICATION



Dan Kent, Co-Founder and Executive Director
eml: dan@salmonsafe.org

Brian Muegge, Certification Specialist
eml: brian.muegge@salmonsafe.org

www.salmonsafe.org



Thank You!

Questions?

Connie Karr
Certification Director, Oregon Tilth
connie@tilth.org | tilth.org | @oregontilth 
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